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This listing of claims will replace the originally filed claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A joining member for mechanically joining a skin to a supporting 
rib, the joining member comprising: 

a first surface adapted for bonding to a surface of the skin via a layer of a first 
adhesive material , wherein the first sin-face comprises at least one ridge 
extending therefrom for determining a bond-line thickness of the first adhesive - 
material; and 

a second surface opposite the first surface and comprising a groove having an inner 
surface adapted for receiving and bonding to an outer edge of the rib via a 
layer of a second adhesive material. 

2. (Original) The joining member as recited in claim 1 , wherein the first surface extends 
along a longitudinal axis of the joining member and is substantially planar. 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently Amended) The joining member as recited in claim [3] JL wherein an upper 
surface of the at least one ridge is elevated above the [substantially planar] first surface, and 
wherein the elevated upper surface of the at least one ridge determines [a] the bond-line 
thickness of the first adhesive material. 

5. (Currently Amended) The joining member as recited in clahn [3] _L wherein the at least 
one ridge comprises a ridge positioned near a centerline of the first surface. 

6. (Currently Amended) The joining member as recited in claim [3] _L wherein the first 
surface comprises a pair of ridges extending along the longitudinal axis of the joining 
member. 



4 

PACE 4/14 ■ RCVD AT 5/24/2005 1 1 :32: 18 PM [Eastern Dayfight Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXfWM/1 ■ DfflS:8729308 - CSID:049 552 1453 - DURATION (mm-ss):05-08 



05-24-2005 08:33pm Frora-KINKO S IRVINE CROSSROADS 115966 



949-552-1453 



T-619 P. 005 



F-490 



7. (Original) The joining member as recited in claim 6, wherein the pair of ridges are 
positioned along opposite outer edges of the first surface. 

8. (Original) The joining member as recited in claim 1, wherein the groove extends along a 
longitudinal axis of the joining member, and wherein the inner surface of the groove 
comprises a pair of substantially planar sidewall surfaces, 

9. (Currently Amended) The joining member as recited in claim 8, wherein [the] each of the 
pair of sidewall surfaces comprises a ridge. 

10. (Original) The joining member as recited in claim 9, wherein each of the ridges has an 
upper surface elevated above the corresponding substantially planar sidewall surface, and 
wherein the elevated upper surface determines a bond-line thickness of the second adhesive 
material. 

1 1 . (Original) The joining member as recited in claim 1 0, wherein each of the ridges is 
positioned at an edge of corresponding sidewall surface near an opening of the groove. 

12. (Original) The joining member as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 

a pair of opposed side surfaces each having a plurality of notches allowing the joining 
member to be easily curved or bent. 

1 3 . (Original) The j oining member as recited in claim 1 , wherein the skin forms at least part 
of an airfoil. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A structure for supporting two opposed skins, the structure 
comprising: 

a rib having a pair of opposed outer edges; 

a pair of joining members, each comprising: 

a first surface adapted for bonding to a surface of one of the skins via an 

adhesive layer, wherein the first surface comprises at least one ridge 
extending therefrom for determining a bond-line thickness of the 
adhesive layer : 

a second surface opposite the first surface and comprising a groove having an 
inner surface adapted for receiving and bonding to an outer edge of the 
rib via [an] another adhesive layer; 
wherein one of the outer edges of the rib extends into the groove of a corresponding 

one of the pair of joining members and is bonded to the corresponding joining 

member via a [layer of a] first adhesive layer formed in the grove of the 

corresponding joining member, and 
wherein the other outer edge of the rib extends into the groove of the other joining 

member and is bonded to the other joining member via a second adhesive layer 

formed in the groove of the other joining member, 

15. (Original) The structure as recited in claim 14, wherein a bond-line thickness of the first 
adhesive layer is determined by a pair of ridges extending outward from substantially planar 
sidewall surfaces of the groove of the corresponding joining member. 

16. (Original) The structure as recited in claim 14, wherein a bond-line thickness of the 
second adhesive layer is determined by a pair of ridges extending outward from substantially 
planar sidewall surfaces of the groove of the other joining member. 

17. (Original) The structure as recited in claim 14, wherein the first and second adhesive 
layers comprise epoxy adhesive materials. 

18-20. (Canceled) 
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